
 
 
 
 
 

 

Fact sheet: Contacts, Networks, Careers. 

Financial Support for Making Professional Contacts [As of November 2020] 

Contacts and networking usually provide the start for different workspaces and are able to con-

vey a specific image of respective workspaces. Thus, initiating professional contacts is highly 

significant, at the latest when starting your postdoc – and that for your visibility within your 

scientific community and for your steps outside academia. A great number of people lack specif-

ic contacts and resources in the transition from the doctorate to the postdoc stage, often also 

three to four years after finishing their doctorate. 

The funding line “Contacts, Networks, Careers” supports financially the establishment of lasting 

occupational contacts in- and outside academia. 

Object of Funding 

 Comparatively straightforward, the Graduate Academy allocates funds to postdocs for a 

purposeful establishment of occupational contacts and, thus, for a strategic career planning 

in- and outside academia. We can only support trips to initiate occupational contacts and 

build networks if they have a have a direct link to the next career move. These contain one-

on-one conversations with professors or company representatives, laboratory experiments or 

visits of specialized fairs and specialist conferences. 

Thereby the program supports only the specific career development and planning in- and 

outside academia that has been determined in a personal counselling interview. Trips that 

have no direct link to the next career move and do not include a justified contact initiation 

cannot be supported. 

Terms and Disbursement 

 With a comparatively informal application, you first request an initiation visit. For follow-up 

meetings you are able to request further funding within one year at the Graduate Academy. 

If the request is accepted, up to four meetings in one year can be sponsored. 

You are able to include the number of visits you want to do in one year in your first applica-

tion; however, informal subsequent applications are necessary. 

 Every networking trip within Germany is supported with a lump sum of 250 €, 

 Every networking trip to other European countries is supported with a lump sum of 500 €. 
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Entitlement 

 The program is open to all postdocs of the Leibniz University Hannover in the first four years 

after their doctorate. Therefore, the graduation with successful defending and the confirma-

tion of the faculty council is considered as the starting point of a postdoc. In exceptional 

cases, doctoral candidates are able to apply after handing in their dissertation. Then, the ap-

plicant and the office of the Graduate Academy decide in a first meeting whether a contact 

initiation is reasonable at this point. 

In individual justified cases, the length of four years as postdoc can be exceeded when the 

candidate did various intermediate steps after the doctorate outside academia and now 

seeks a career in academia. Here, the question whether the respective contact initiation is 

helpful will be met and asked in a common meeting.  

Selection procedure and criteria 

 If interested in initiating a self-chosen contact or a strategic network, the applicant contacts 

the Graduate Academy (by telephone, via e-mail, or in person). After that, a first meeting in 

the Graduate Academy takes place. During the one-on-one interview, first personal data will 

be gathered and steps of your career planning will together be explored. Subsequently, 

please submit the entire application. 

Application documents 

 Curriculum vitae (CV) including your academic career 

 Examination documents 

 Informal report about individual career ideas and career management 

 Evidence of the initiated contact (e.g. invitation e-mail, invitation to a conference, laboratory 

visit or similar) 

 Sketch of the contact initiation: Please describe shortly which ‘preliminary work’ you have 

done already, how you imagine the establishment of contacts and the period of time/number 

of visits you have in mind. 

An incomplete application cannot be considered. 

Submission of documents  

(Please do not use staples and/or transparent folders for documents!) 

 In writing: 

Graduiertenakademie  
Leibniz Universität Hannover 
Dr. Nadine Pippel 
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 Additionally, electronically as one single PDF document to: 

graduiertenakademie@zuv.uni-hannover.de  

 
Declaration of data protection  
 
According to the European General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), we would like to inform 

you that we are storing and processing the data, you disclose in your application in order to 

conduct the application procedures.  

 

Object of data protection regulations are your personal data, i.e. all information considering your 

personal circumstances you are disclosing in your application for a funding line of the Graduate 

Academy. You can find detailed information on our data protection regulations here:  

https://www.graduiertenakademie.uni-hannover.de/de/foerderung/unsere-foerdermassnahmen/ 

Data processing and storage demands your consent. By sending of the application documents 
via post or e-mail, you agree with the collection, storage and the usage of your personal data for 
carrying out the selection process.  
 
You may revoke your consent at any time without stating reasons. Please inform the Graduate 
Academy in writing about revoking your consent using the email address:  
graduiertenakademie@zuv.uni-hannover.de  

 

Contact for questions on applications 

Dr. Nadine Pippel 
Tel.: +49 511 762 19784 
E-Mail: Nadine.Pippel@zuv.uni-hannover.de  
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